Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 123 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.044; wR factor = 0.080; data-to-parameter ratio = 18.7.
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Comment
One of the most useful methods for the synthesis of alkenes with control over the stereoselectivity is the well known Wittig reaction (Wittig & Schöllkopf, 1954) . It is mainly due to the stereoselectivity of the Wittig reagent that not only its use in the synthesis (Kojima et al., 2002; Phillips et al., 2002; Harcken & Martin, 2001 ) has not seen a decline but new and improved methods for its synthesis are being constantly developed (Nassar et al., 2004; Tanaka et al., 2003; Kojima et al., 2002) .
The title compound, (I), is an intermediate in the synthesis of (E)-hydroxyalkyl 4-(4-substituted styryl)benzoate as a part of the project to synthesize ligands for polymeric liquid crystals. Here, we are going to present the crystal structure of the title compound (I). All the geometric parameters are in agreement with the the similar type of studies made by (Ahmed et al., 1996) There are standard electrostatic interactions between the triphenyl-(4-methylcarboxy)benzylphosphonium cations and the bromide anions. It is confirmed that the compound (I) is an ion pair ( Fig. 1) , with a distance of 4.382 (2)Å between the P + and Br − centres.
Experimental
The triphenyl-(4-methylcarboxy)benzylphosphonium bromide (I) was synthesized following a method reported in the lit- 
